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QH sat down for an exclusive 
interview with British Broadway 
legend Michael Ball, who 
performed recently at Abu 
Dhabi’s SummerFest. We 
find out what keeps his love for 
musical theatre alive and kicking. 

It’s a hard knock life for musical theatre geeks 
in the Gulf.  Forgive the terrible reference, but 
expats know it’s true. Good Western musical 

theatre is hard to come by in the region. Sure, 
travel shows may claim Qatar and the U.A.E. are 
the new cultural hubs of the Middle East, if not 
the world. To an extent they’re right. Both are 
home to impressive orchestras, art museums and 
even opera houses. 

But when was the last time a professional 
production of Les Miserables passed through our 
cosmopolitan oasis? How about The Phantom 
of the Opera or 42nd Street? If you think our 
neighbours in the U.A.E. fare better, they don’t.  
I was only able to find one relevant article 
on Google about a community production of 
Cats. Sadly, it’s clear the Gulf is not a musical 
paradise.

Well, at least it wasn’t until last month when 
something wonderful happened. Something 
so unexpected, fantastic and miraculous 
musical aficionados throughout the Peninsula 
undoubtedly fainted at the news: Michael Ball 
performed in Abu Dhabi.

Yes, you read that right. Michael Ball. The 
United Kingdom’s West End Adonis performed a 
two-night musical extravaganza at the du Forum 
in Abu Dhabi’s Yas Island on August 16 and 17. 

If you don’t know who Michael Ball is then a.) 
you must not be British, which is no excuse 
because I’m American and I still know who 
Michael Ball is. Or b.) you must not like 
musicals, which means you have no taste. Either 
way, go smack yourself in the face because 
Michael Ball has a voice like velvet butter and 
you are seriously missing out.

A Ball Of A 
Good Time

Theatre legend Michael Ball is all smiles in the studio
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Michael Ball originated the role of Marius in 
Les Miserables. He also originated the role of 
Alex in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Aspects of Love. 
It was in that musical that he first sang a little 
ditty called ‘Love Changes Everything.’

That legendary song may have propelled Michael 
to international stardom, but he also proved his 
singing and acting chops starring as Raoul in 
The Phantom of the Opera, Giorgio in Stephen 
Sondheim’s Passion, Caractacus Potts in Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang, Edna Turnblad in Hairspray 
and, most recently in 2012, the eponymous 
anti-hero of Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street. By the way, those 
last two roles both earned him Laurence Olivier 
Awards for Best Actor in a Musical.

So when I heard he was coming to Abu Dhabi, 
I did what any sane person would do. I woke 
up at 4:00 a.m. to purchase tickets online and 
shelled out $430 for a roundtrip flight. (FYI, Qatar 
Airways: no 50-minute flight from Doha should 
cost that much.)

It was worth it. He dazzled us with his renditions 
of show tunes from nearly every production 
imaginable. And I can confirm Michael is as 
humble, gracious and good-natured as his many 
fans say he is because that is exactly what 
he was like in our phone interview a few days 
before the concert. I now present to you the 
greatest celebrity interview I have ever had the 
pleasure of conducting: 

QH: Hi Michael! In my opinion, you’re pretty 
much the biggest musical star in the UK. 
And I’d like to know, what’s been your 
favourite role thus far?

MB: Oh gosh, there’s something to be said 
for all of them. And you know, bearing in mind 
when I first started playing Marius that was 
an amazing role to create. It’s always exciting 
when you create something. But I have to say 
Sweeney Todd and Edna in Hairspray have to 
be two of the best roles for men that were ever 
written, even though Edna is a woman. The most 
challenging has to be Sweeney Todd. That is 
musically and psychologically the most difficult 
role – I think probably it’s kind of like the King 
Lear of musical theatre - and I just loved playing 
it. It was hard - it was a big challenge.  But it’s 
like anything - if you overcome those challenges 
and actually do something that you can feel 
proud of then those are the best parts.

QH: The TV show Glee is huge now in the 
US and the UK. What do you think of it? And 
do you identify with any of the characters?

MB: I love Glee - it’s such a sad thing that’s 
happened to Cory Monteith, it really is - 
someone taken so young. What I love about 

Buy Michael Ball’s latest album,  
Both Sides Now, at his website:  
http://www.michaelball.co.uk/.

it and what it’s done is it’s another way for 
the younger generation to understand about 
musicals and about the power of musicals in 
telling stories, and the fact that they can take 
songs from other genres and kind of turn them 
into musical theatre songs. I think it’s really 
exciting. As to whom I identify with, it will 
probably be Matthew Morrison’s character, the 
teacher. And he’s such a nice guy! I’ve known 
him for a while and he’s as talented as you 
would imagine. 

QH: Do you do any sort of teaching with 
children in musical theatre?

MB: Yes, I have done. I’ve done master classes 
and I try to do that - not as much time as I would 
like. But I believe being a leading man in a 
theatre role, part of your job is to pass on to the 
next generation the disciplines and the ethics of 
what we do in this business. It’s a hard business. 
It’s not just about having the talent. It’s having 
the discipline. You have to understand how to 
behave in rehearsals, the etiquette of being in a 
theatre. I think that’s equally important to pass 
those lessons on, exactly what I was taught.

QH: Going on to a different aspect of your 
career, you very nearly won Eurovision 
back in ’92 with the song, ‘One Step Out of 
Time’. A poll just came out that shows a lot 
of Brits think the competition has become 
way too political and countries only vote 
for their neighbours. What do you think?

MB: Of course they do! Of course it’s political! 
[Chuckles] But it’s still good fun. I do think people 
take it way too seriously and it’s a wonderful 
night of entertainment. It’s a wonderful night 
for us all to be horribly xenophobic about other 
countries and enjoy ourselves. I think we love 
moaning about it! It’s part of the joy and there’s 
nothing that will ever be done to get away from 
people voting for their neighbours. That’s always 
what’s going to happen. I think we just have to 

accept it and treat it as a bit of fun that it is, and 
set ourselves realistic goals of waiting to come 
in the voting. 

QH: It’s too bad you didn’t win (Michael 
came in second place}, but have you 
thought about trying to do it again?

MB: [With emphasis] I’d rather stick needles in 
my eyes! [Laughs heartily] That would be ‘no.’ 
That ship has sailed!

QH: What do you hope to do with your 
career moving forward? 

MB: I love the challenge of doing something 
different. I think the next thing I would like 
to do is some straight acting on television. I 
will always continue doing my records and my 
concerts and the radio and TV hosting that I do 
– I love doing all that. And I will go back into the 
theatre to do musicals. But the one something 
that I haven’t really tried to do is straight acting 
on TV and on film. So I might try looking into that 
and seeing if anyone will give me a job. n

Under the spotlights, Ball gets ready to hit the stage

Performing at SummerFest in Abu Dhabi.  Photo Credit: Katrina Quirolgico
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